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'n 1 EY Ch. i V. 16, 175 18. 


The Lord give Mercy unto the Elouſe f One ſi inst 
for he oft refreſhed me, and was not aſhamed of n] 
Chain: But when he was in Rome, be ſought 
me out very diligently, and found me. The Lord 
. grant unto him, that he may find Mercy of the Lord 

in That Day. 


H Es E laft Words of my Text have been miſin- 
. terpreted by the Papiſts; the Houſe of One/iphorns 
being mentioned in this Paſſage, and in the ſubſe- 

quent Salutation, and aot Oneſiphorus himſelf, any 

otherwiſe than as under a Wiſhof Mercy to him in the great 

Day of Judgment: 'ThePapiſts from hence have concluded,that 
One/iphorus was dead at the Time when St. Paul writ this 
Epiſtle; and from thence infer, that St. Paul offered Prayers 

for the Dead. From which they would imply a Popiſh Pur- 
gatory, and the Neceſſity of Prayers for the Deliverance of 

Souls out of the dreadful Pains of it. 

But this Death is only a mere Suppoſition of the Fapiſts; 
for, *altho* One/phorns is not mentioned under a perſonal 

_ Greeting, as alive; yet we cannot from hence necellanty con. 
clude, that he was dead. 

For, he might be gone from Nome, in order to 9 
his own Family at Epheſus ; and being a * Merchant 


Toggeſted by Grotims ) his Buſineſs might carry him to 85 
. bother 


6% Epheſini Metcatotes multa negotia Rama habt bant. Vide Grot. ad lc 
veiba, yEvover © ev Pojpy.—— Inſtead of theſe Words, len he was zn Reme, 


Ur, Hammgnd LN Fs hh t Pepys Being in Rome, 


the er Cities, where he mig * ſome Time before his 
Arrival at 2 Which being known to St. Paul, he 
might write this Epiſtle to Timothy during the Interval be- 


tween the Departure of Oneſiphorus from Rome, and his 
Arrival at Epheſus; and therefore he does not greet Oneſi- 


hors in Perſon, as being then at a Diſtance from T7morhy ; 
ut wiſhes him Mercy in the Day of the Lord, and men- 
tions his great Kindneſs to him as in the Time paſt, 
Oneſipboruss Kindneſs to St. Paul thus mentioned in the 
Time * paſt, has induced even ſome of our Proteſtant Wri- 
ters to believe, that One/iphorus was dead when this 8 
was written. But let us conſider, that the original Words 
are expreſſed by indefinite Time, Which in the Greet Lan- 
guage ſometimes denotes even the + preſent Time; as may 


be obſerved in ſeveral Paſſages in the New Teſtament. HH 


Matt. iii. 17, the Voice of God ſays from Heaven, —- This 
is my beloved Son, in Whom I AM well Pleaſed: In the 


original Greek the Word ſignifies, in whom I HAVE 
Been well pleaſed : Which Propriety of the Greek Indefi- 


nite, tho not capable of being expreſſed fo comprehenſiyely 
in the Engl; Tongue as to imply both Times in one Word, 
is nevertheleſs true in both Tenles or Times; becauſe the 
preſent Love of God for his Son, is only a Continuation of 
+64 fame Love, which God hath ever had for his Son from 
all Eterrity : So that his paſt and 8 8 Love is but One, 
perpetually ſubſiſting. 


In the like Manner, when it is affirmed, that Oneſphorns 


HAD refreſhed St. Paul, and 1 85 not Amen of his 
| Chain, 


„ Adde quod in przterito dirit lake Grot. 7 Sake doptcs 

Temporis apud Grzcos præter ſigniſica tionem prateriti, etiam pro praſenti & 
- Futuro uſurparur, Matt. iii. 17. Hic eſt Filius Meus in quo e5Soxnor, pro 
£0017. —— Matt. xxiii. 2. Super Moſis Cathedra £xalonv ſederunt Seribæ & 


Pharifzi (hoc eſt) ſedent,——Luc. xv. 16. Et de ſideravit 34,uom impleviſſe ven- 
ttem ſuum, pro inpere. bs as Glaflit K a Sacrams Lib. 3, Tract. 55 
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. 320 | 
Chain; it does not imply but that he might ſtill continue to 
refreſſi him; therefore his Kindneſs to St. Paul may be un- 
der ſtood as partly paſſed and yet not ended; or as having 
refreſhed him often, altho not actually refreſhing him at 
that point of Time When this Epiſtle was writ: But Fa- 
vours conferred at certain Intervals of Time do not imply 
the Death of One/iphorus ; and yet might induce St. Paul 
it to write of his Kindneſs as in the Time paſt, tho' not ex- = 
dluſive of the future: For, if any Perſon ſhould write to a 
5 Friend, that ſuch a one, being in Exeter, had viſited him; 
it does not imply any Contradiction, but that the ſame Per- 
ſon may ſtill remain in Exeter, and viſit him again. 
So that the Kindneſs of One//phorus being mentioned in 
the Time paſt may be owing to the Propriety of the Greek 
| Inaefinite, which ſometimes denotes the Continuance of an 
Act from the Time paſt even to the preſent; or to the De- 
parture of Oueſiphorus from Rome on his Return to Ephe- 
fus; or to Favours received by St. Paul antecedent to the 


writing of this Epiſtle, altho' Oneſiphorus himſelf ſtill con- 
* = tinued at Rome; which Continuance of his at Rome is al- 


firmed by Dr. Hammond, and tis agreeable to the Senti- 
ments of Dr. J/hitby, who ſupports his Opinion with the 
2 Names of St. Chryſoſtom, Theodoret, Theophylatt, and 
The Learned Archbiſhop Uſher, in his Anſwer to the 
Feſuits Challenge, aſſerts againſt the Papiſts, that Oneſi- 
borus wes alive when theſe Prayers and kind Wiſhes were 
eftowed upon Him and his Family by their grateful Be- 
neficiary St. Paul; who writing to Timothy, reſiding then 
at Epheſus, mentioned only the Houſe of Oneſephorus which 
was at Epheſus, and which Timothy himſelf frequently vi- 
ſited, as having often ſhared with St. Paul in their Good- 
neſs; but he did not join Oneſiphorus with them in the 
Remembrance, neither in _ Place, nor in the Salutation 


of 


7 1. (4) * 
of the fourth Chapter; becauſe, as Commentators affirm, 
he was ftill remaining at Rome; — or, perhaps, becauſe 
Oneſephorus himſelf was the very Perſon that delivered 
this Epiſtle to Timothy at Epheſus, upon his Return thi- 
ther from Rome; — and therefore it was quite necdleſs 
and ſuperfluous to beftow on him a Perſonal Greeting in 
this Epiſtle, as being convey ed by his own Hand. But this 
laſt Suppoſition is merely conjectural, and not infiſted on. 
The Weakneſs of the Suppoſition of the Death of Oueſi- 
Pphorus will appear more clearly, and more evidently, by re- 
ducing this Paſſage in St. Paul's Epiſtle to the Form of a 
modern Letter. 5 5 | ee 
Me will ſuppofe, that a Convert Jew had ſpent ſome 
Time in this City, and been kindly entertained by the In- 
 Habitants of this Pariſh; but going from hence was by 
the Malice of his Brethren the Jews caſt into Priſon at 
London; where one of the good-natured Perſons of this 
_ Congregation (whom for Diſtinction- ſake I ſhall call Theo- 
doret) hearing of the Impriſonment of this poor diſtreſſed 
Convert, immediately ſearches him out, and finds him, and 
relieves him in Priſon. | | | 
Alter this Kindneſs thus generouſly conferred, in what 
Manner would this Priſoner expreſs his Joy and his Gra- 
titude? We may. preſume, that aſſoon as ever he wrote to 
a common Friend reſiding in this City, in the Qyerflowings 
of his Gratitude he would expreſs his Senſe of Theodorets 
Kindneſs in this Manner ; %%%ͤ;́ m PRACT 
fame City, ang 


Since J write to you who reſide in the ſa 
© ſometimes viſit the Houſe of Theodoret, who ſought me 
© out very diligently,” and viſited, and relieved me Here in 
Priſon; I muſt affire you, that my Gratitude to him 
bobliges me to wiſh for Mercy and Bleſſings upon his Fa- 
© mily; and ſince I am too poor and too indigent to be ever 

capable of making the like Return to Theodoret himſelf, I 


0 


+ can 


. 


4 


e, can only beſtow. my beſt Wiſhes upon him, and carndidy 


pray that God would reward him in the next World, and 


« 5 him the like Favour and Mercy in the great and 
© ſolemn Day of Retribution. . | 
Would any one of this Congregation, who ſhould read 
this Letter, conclude from it that Theodoret was dead? 
Would he not rather think, that He was not yet returned 


to that City where the Letter was addrefled ? For, a grate- 
ful Writer would not have expreſſed the Death of his Be- 
nefactor, by the mere Omiſſion of a Perſonal Greeting; 


but by a decent Lamentation for the Loſs of a good Man 


and a kind Chriſtian, _ : 

From all which it may be concluded, either that this 
Epiſtle might be delivered by Oze/phorus himſelf to Tims- 
thy; or writ between his Departure from Rome and Arri- 
val at Epheſus; or (according to the general Opinion of 
Commentators) whilſt he remained ſtill at Rome all which 
are juſt Reaſons for omitting the Perſonal Salutation, with- 
out inferring the Death of Oneſiphorus. . | 
Wherefore, if the Omiſſion of the Salutation does not 
imply the Death of One/Phoras; if his Favours mentioned 
in the Time paſt are not inconſiſtent with his remaining ſtill 
at Nome; if Prayers and Wiſhes of Rewards in Heaven 


are frequently beſtowed upon our Benefactors whilſt zhey 


are alive, eſpecially by thoſe that are uncapable of mak= 


ing them any other Returns of Kindneſs; if his Death is 


no where mentioned expreſſly in the Epiſtles; and if even 
ſome of the Popiſh Commentators ſpeak only * doubtfully 
of it; then there is no Certainty of the Death of One/e- 


᷑phorus; and the Prayer which is beſtowed upon him by St. 


Paul cannot be juſtly cited by the Papiſts, as offered for 
the Dead. LEE Ee ll 

* Eftius in bis Comment upon this Chapter, Ts, Qiod $7 OneGiphoro jim 
vita functo hoc precatur Apoſt lus, ut a Domino miſericardiam inveniit Va- 
lidifime ex hoc loco confirmatur oratio pro fidelibus defunctis. 


j 


— 


But let us grant that Oneſphorus was dead when St. 
Paul wrote this Epiſtle, which is as much as the Papiſts 


can deſire; yet this Paſſage does not anſwer thoſe Purpoſes 


for which it is alledged * by them: For, their Prayers for 
the Dead are deſigned to deliver them from their Pains in 
Purgatory ; whereas this Prayer of St, Paul only wiſhes, that 
One/phorus may find Mercy of the Lord in the Great Day 


of Judgment, which is emphatically tiled || that Day; 


and we cannot but obſerve, that it is one Thing to wiſh 
the Deceaſed a larger Meaſure of Happineſs at the Reſur- 
rection, and another to pray for his Deliverance out of 


Purgatory before the Reſurrection; wherefore a Proof that 


the Primitive Chriſtians offered Prayers for the Dead is not 


ſufficient, unleſs the Papiſts proceed ſurther, and prove that 
-thoſe very Prayers which were offered by the Primitive 
Chriſtians were offered for the Deliverance of the Souls of 
the Deceaſed out of Purgatory ; which the Papiſts cannot 
do: For, according to Biſhop. Bull q, the Romiſh Purga- 


tory is of much. later Date than Prayers for the Dead; 
and is an Invention. utterly unknown te the Catholick 


Church, for the firſt three hundred Tears at traſt; and 


therefore rejected by the Proteſtants. 2 
For, we do not find in the Scripture any Purgatory, any 
Remiſſion and. Forgiveneſs of Sins after Death, until the 


laſt Day of Judgement ; which is called the Day of the Lord, 
the Times of Refreſhing, the laſt Time, the Day of Re- 
demption, the Reſurrection of the Fuſt, Kc. which Terme 
do not imply any Deliverance of Souls antecedent to the „ 
General Refarr 
- The Scriptures do every where point out that GREAT 


ion: For, in Archbiſhop Uſber's Words, 
DAY 


Longe aliud-eft, aliquem felicitatis gradum, Sanctis in Die Judicii tri- 
buendum, illis precari ; quam, . illis Libera ionem e penis. Fuigztorii; 
. Eccleſiz Romaræ praxis efl, Conf. Critic. Sac. l 1 

niveiſalis, quæ dies per Excellentia m dicitur ILLA DIES; ut 2 Tbed. i. 10. 


* 


ich iv. 8. alibi DIES DOMINI. rot. f See Ep. Bull's Sermons, V. 1. 5. 3. 


1 
DAY unto Us, wherein Mercy and Forgiuenefs, Reſt aud 
Refreſbing, Joy and Gladneſs, Redemption and Salvation, 
Rewards and Crowns, ſhall be beſtowed upon all the faith» 
ful Children of God. 
And therefore the Primitive Church did not pray for a 
Deliverance before the Reſurrection, but a good Delive- 
rance at the ReſurreQion : They did not pray for the 
Souls of Perſons ſuppoſed to be under Puniſhments, but 
gave Thanks for thoſe whom they preſumed to be at That 
Time in a State of Happineſs, altho' not the moſt perfet?. 
Their Praiſes had reference to ſuch as reſted from their 
Labour, and not to ſuch as were ſuffering in the imagi- 
nary Abodes of Purgatory : They were Commemorations 
and Thankſgivings, and had no relation to any Time, ex- 
cept that of the General Reſurrection: In which Great 
Day the Body likewiſe will be reunited to the Soul, and 
the Happineſs of the whole Man rendered perfect and 
complete. Wherefore the ſame learned Author aſſerts, 
That the Primitive Intention of the Church in her Sup- 
plication for the Dead was, that the WHOLE MAN 
might receive Publick Remiſſion of Sins, and a ſolemn Ar- 
quital in the Fudement of THAT GREAT Day; and 
ſo obtain a full Eſcape from all the Conſequences of Sin, 
and a PERFECT Conſummation of Bliſs and Happi- 
neſs; ALL which are compriſed in that ſhort Prayer of 
St. Paul for Onefiphorus, (tho* made for him whilſt he was 
ALIVE) The Lord grant unto him, that he may find 
Mercy of the Lord in 'T HAT Day. d T's RI . 
The ſame Intention is purſued in one of our Prayers at 
the Burial of the Dead; wherein we acknowledge that the 
Souls of the Faithful, that depart hence in the Lord, are in 
Joy and Felicity; and pleaſed with this comfortable Opi- 
nion, we give hearty Thanks for their Deliverance out of 
the Miſeries of this /nful World; and deſire that God 


would 


would accompliſh the Number of his Elect, and haſten his 
Kingdom: That we, and all thoſe that are departed in the 

true Faith of his Name, may have our perfect Conſumma— 
tion and Bliſs, both in BODY and SOU, in his Eter- 

nal and Everlaſting Glory. 5 . 
Thus we acknowledge that the Souls of Good Men are in 
a State of Happineſs, tho' not in the higheſt Degree of Hap- 
pineſs: But a middle State after Death does not imply a Po- 
Piſh Purgatory; becauſe ſuch a State remains unalterable till 
the General Reſurrection; and whether happy or miſerable, 
It waits for the Time of Judgment: Whereas a Purgatory, in 


the Opinion of the Papiſts, admits of a ſpeedier Deliverance 


out of it, by the Prayers of the Church; and for that Rea- 
ſon it is inculcated fo warmly upon the Minds of the Peo- 
ple: It is the Opinion of ſuch Deliverances which gives it 
a Weight, and makes it advantageous to the Prieſt, in the 
greater Number of Maſſes and Indulgences And no Ar- 
gument is ſtrong enough to extort this Notion from them, 
and bring them back from this gainful Error: for it is a 
Kingdom where the Prieſts reign, and the Soil of it is like 
that of the Land of Havilah, where there is Gold. 

How the good Intention of praying for Mercy to be 
granted to good Men, and for a perfect Conſummation and 


 Blif6, both in Body and Soul, at the Time of the General 
Reſurrection, came to be perverted and abuſed, may be 


learnt from the ſame excellent Writer ; where he tells us, 
That the fir? Prayers of Praiſes and Thankſgiving were 


Preſented unto God, for the bleſſed Eſtate that the Party 
deceaſed was niw entered upon; whereunto were after- 


wards added Prayers of Deprecation and Petition, that 
Cod would be pleaſed io forgive the Perſon prayed for, his 
Sits; and keep him from Hell; and place him in the King- 
dom of Heaven. — which kind of Interceſſſons, (however + 


fri? they were well meant) yet in Proceſs of time. they 
. „„ proved 


dom. 


1 


Proved an Occaſion of confirming Men in divers Errors, 


eſpecially when they came once 10 be afplied, net only te 
e GOOD, but to EVIL Livers alſo; unto whom, by 


50 fr # Inſtitution, they were never intended. "| _ 7 
his is the Account of the Manner how the Prayers for 


the Dead were diverted from their firſt Intention; and 


from Thankſzivings ſor Good Men were turned into Peti- 
tions for thoſe that had been Wicked. But our Liturgy ob- 


ſerves the primitive Inſtitution ; and without propoſing any 


intermediate State of Purgation, it only deſires, that God 
would deliver us in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
Tudement. £ 
And that we may not forget the Virtues of the Dead, 
but may be incited by their Examples to a lively Imita- 
tion, our Church enjoins its Holy-Days; and commemo- 
rates the Saints of the New Teſtament, in the very Words 
of the Hiſtory of the New Teſtament ; and wiſely inſtructs 


us to bleſs the Holy Name of God for all his Servants de- 


parted this Life in his Faith and Fear; beſeeching him 


to give us Grace ſo to follow their good Examples, that 


with them we may be Partakers of His Heavenly Ring- 


This is the Doctrine of the Church of Enzland concern- 
ing Prayers for the Dead; it gives Thanks for the gocd 


Servant departed this Life in the Faith of God; it prays 


for his Deliverance in the Hour of Death, and in the Day of 
Judgment; but not from any intermediate Purgatory : For 
we muſt remember, that in the Multitude of the Jews/b 


_ Gacrifices, none were appointed for the Dead: That Da- 


vid prayed for his Child whilſt alive, but ceaſed to pray 


for him when his Soul was departed from him: That the 


Fire mentioned by St. Paul tries Works and not Men ; is 
Probatory and not purgatorial; and that the Day which 
declares it, is the Day of Judgment; and that being ſaved 

| B | by 
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by Fire, is only being faved as it were out of the Fire, or 
eſcaping with great Danger: That St. Peter's Spirits in 
Priſon are not ſeparated Souls in Hades, but either Sinners 
in the Days of Noah, to whom God preached by his Spirit 
in Enoch and Noah; or the Gentiles, who, in the Lan- 
guage of 1/azah, were thoſe Priſoners whom the“ Mefjab 
ſhould bring aut of Priſen, and deliver from the Darkneſs 
of the Pri ſon-Houſe That the Paſſage in P Maccabees, 
which is cited by the Papiſts, is a + Miſrepreſentation of 5 
Hiſtory, and the Book itſelf Apochryphal; and that even | 
the Tenor of that Paſſage refers the Effect of the Sacrifices 
to the General Reſurrection, whereof Judas was mindful ; 
and not to a Deliverance from Purgatory : That it was in- 
tended indeed, to preſerve the Living from ſuffering for 
the Sins of the Dead, and not to deliver the Dead themſelves 
out of their Sufferings; 'till God ſhould judge them at the 
Reſurrettion. | 

We ſhould further obſerve, that Purgatory is not proved 
from the Scriptures, but had its firſt Origin in the Opinions | 
of the ¶ Heathens; and was introduced into Chriſtianity in the 
Third Century by the wrong Notions of ſome of the Fa- 
thers. Biſhop [|] Bu// gives the Hiſtory of it in this Manner: 
e About the middle of the third Century, Origen, among 
« other Platonic Concerts of his, vented this Opinion, That 
« All the Faithful ſhall at the Day of Judgment pals thro' a 
+ « Purgatory Fire, (the Fire of the Great Conflagration ) 
| c which they ſhall endure for a longer or a ſhorter Time, ac- 
« cording as their Inperfections require a greater or a leſſer 
| | Purgation. 
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* If. Klii. 7. T2 Mice. xii. ver. 39. to the End. f Vide Limborchi 
| Theologiam Chriſtianam, lib. g. c. 26. 5. 20. See lIikewiſ? Uſer's Body of 
1 | Divinity, p. 13. The Writer (ſays Uſer) commends Judas for offering Sacti- 
E fice for the Dead that were polluted with Idolatry, 2 Macc. xii. 45, Wheieas 
1 it is to be thought rather that the Sacrifice was offered to pacify the Wrath 
of God for them chat were alive, that they ſhould not be wrapt in the Curſe 
14 of the Wicked, as in the Story of Achan, Joſ. vii, || Virg. En. 6. v. 735, &c. 2 
Quin & ſuptemo, &. I Bp. Bull's Sermons, Vol, r. Seri. 3. a} 


| (1) 5 
Purgation. Afterwards St. Auſtin began to Jonbt, Whe- 


« ther this /Magined Purgation were not to be made in he 


« Interval between Death and the Reſurrection, at leaſt as 
« to the Souls of the more imperfect Chriſtians. Towards 
« the End of the Fifth Century, Pope Gregory undertook to 
cc prove it from the idle Stories of the Apparitions of Sons 
coming out of Purgatory. Fout hundred Years after, Pope 
« 7ohn the 18th or 19th inſtituted a Hoh- Day, wherem 


e he ſeverely required all Men to pray for the Souls in 


© Purgatory. And at length, at Florence in the Year 1439, 
« this Dream was turned into an Article of Faith, and is 


till tenaciouſly held by the Church of Rome. 


This is Biſhop Bull's Account of it; and it is our Duty to 


diſtinguiſh the true Intention of the Church from the fanci- 


ful Conceits of private Men, and from the too affectionate 


| Wiſhes, and perhaps too florid Harangues of the friendly 


Panegyriſts at the Funerals of their Brethren z whom, in 
their moſt exalted Strains, they were glad to introduce into 


the higheſt Joys of Heaven, and accompany them thither 


with their Praiſes; and what was only the ind Wiſh of 
one Age, perhaps has grown into the Faith of another. 
But Abuſes which have thus ariſen are no Hindrance, 
but that we may pray innocently for the Completion of 
the Happineſs of the Dead at the General Reſerrettion; 


and gratefully commemorate Good Men in our Holy-Days; 


and teſtify our Faith, and Hope, and good Omen concerning 


the happy State of thoſe that are departed in the Lord: 
and praiſe and commend their paſt Deeds, and endeayour to 
imitate all their good and laudable Actions; provided that 


we neither pray for them in Purgatory, nor to them in 

Heaven, | 2p 
Therefore, although One/phorius was dead at the Time 
when this Prayer was offered for him; yet if the Prayer re- 
{ers to the Reſurrection only, and not to a Deliverance out 
B 2 5 of 


3s Avinly,'s tranſlatio. ſumpta ab Umbia vel Ventulo in. loci⸗ æſtuoſis. 


PF F 
of Purgatory antecedent to it; if the Opinion ot a yurgatory 
was introduced among Chriſtians much * than 


deliver Souls out of Purgatory; then we may preſume, that 


the Papiſts can make no Advantage of this Prayer towards 
ountenaneing their praying for Souls in Purgatory, and de- 


livering them from its Puniſhments by the Prayers of the 
Faithful, 5 
But let us lay aſide all Controverſies concerning the 


State of the Souls of good Men after their Deceaſe, and let 


us rather pay them our greateſt Eſteem in commemorating 
their Virtues, and praiſing their Goodneſs, and tranſcribing 
it into our own Lives and Actions: It is then we pay them 
their propereſt Honour; it 1s then we ſhew them our 


higheſt Regards: Wherefore let us not diſpute whether St, 


Paul prayed for One/iphorns after his Death, but let us 


rather conſider the good and laudable Deeds of One/iphorus, 


which called forth and excited theſe tin NM iſbes, and this 
good Prayer of St. Paul. | i Tg 
Wherefore let us hear St. Paul himſelf declaring them 
to us, with a Heart full of ſincere Gratitude and affectio- 
nate Acknowledgments: The Lord (ſays he) give Mercy 


unto the Houſe. of Oneſiphorus, for he oft refreſhed me, and 


was not aſhamed of my Chain; but when he was in Rome, 


ſought me out very diligently, and found me. This was the 


kind, and gracious, and laudable Action of One/phorus : He 
was not aſhamed of St. Pauls Impriſonment, but ſought 
him out diligently, and found him, and refreſhed him ; and 
was as pleaſing and as comfortable to him as a * gentle 
Breeze of North-wind, which refreſhes the hot and weary 
Traveller in the ſandy Path at Noon-day: For this Good 
| Man 


this Prayer 
Was writ; and if the Prayer itſelf is very different from 
_ thoſe later Ones of the Papiſts, by which they pretend to 


' 


' 


955 F 
Man ſuffered as it were with St. Paul in his utmoſt Di- 
ſtreſs, and ſeemed almoſt bound with him in his Bonds, and 


pitied and relieved his great Innoteney ſinking under A 
fliftions and Tron. 


Dr. Hammond paraphraſes the Text in this Manner: — 


1 pray God reward the Family of Oneſiphorus, which is at 


Epheſus with thee, for the great Kindneſs I received from 


him; who came lately to me in Rome, and hath in an 


eſpecial Manner ſought and found me out, and oned me 
without Fear or Shame, in this Time of my Impriſoument. 

This being the Example propoſed to Us in the Text, 
I ſhall endeavour in this Day's Diſcourſe to lay before 
You the particular Excellencies of this Charitable Action 
of One/iphorus, and ſhew the Great Rewards of it; which 


are both Temporal and Eternal; and are included in St. 
Paul's Prayer to God, That he would “ give Mercy to 


the Houſe of Oneſphorus; — and that Oneſiphorus himſelf” 
might + find Mercy in the Great Day of Retribution. 

All Acts of Charity, which flow from a diſintereſſed Af- 
fection for Mankind, are in their own Nature valuable and 
lovely; but ſince ſome appear more excellent from the Cir- 


cumſtances of the Perſon on whom they are beſtowed; we 


ought to conſider the Condition of St. Paul at that Time, 
when Oneſiphorus ſought him out, and refreſhed him. 

St. Paul was then a Priſoner in Rome, ſuffering under 
the Malice and Tyranny of his own Countrymen He was 


a Jew by Birth, and had been bred up in. the 7ewiſh Doc- 


trines at the Feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the 
perfect Manner of the Fathers; and had been himſelf a zea- 
lous Obſeryer of the Law: But a Greater Light ſhining 


upon him, and enlightening his Underſtanding; he forſook. 


the Zewi/h Religion, and became a Convert to: Chriſtianity, 
| : | and. 


* A tx: i. e. d:t mu'tz bona Grot. 
F #8, Tag, ut bana nempe. A:erna accip/at. id. 
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and openly profeſſed, and boldly ſupported the Doctrines 


of it. 


This immediately drew upon him the Hatred of the 


Jews; ſo that he was perſecuted by his Brethren, and ſuf- 


fered Troubles even unto Bonds For by the Perſecution 


/ 


of the Jews he was ſent a Priſoner to Rome, and was de- 


ſtitute and afflicted ; and, as he himſelf complains, forſaken 


by all Men, and almoſt forced to periſh with Grief in a 
ſtrange Land. This he ſuffered for his Converſion to the Chri- 


ſtian Faith: This he received from his Brethren. the eus; 
who are never more incenſed and enraged than at thoſe, Who 


renounce their Religion, and embrace the ſaving Truths of 
Chriſtianity. re nh 

From the Time that St. Pan} became a Chriſtian Con- 
vert, his Life was one continued Scene of Perſecutions: It 
was upon This account that he underwent Perils in the City, 
Perils inthe Wilderneſs, and Perils among falſe Brethren - 
In all his Labours for the Goſpel, the Jews were continually 
fighting againſt him and troubling him. Ye have read his 
Epiſtles, and ye know what /#/:&:0ns came unto him at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lyſira; and what Perſecutions 
he endured. And the ſame Malice, the fame Hatred, the 


lame Bitterneſs of Spirit towards Chriſtian Converts has 
continually reigned in the Hearts of the rigid Jews thro” 


all ſucceeding Generations. Buxtorf, in his Treatiſe called 
Synagoga Judaica, aſſures us, that in bis Time the Jews 
would not ſuffer * their Little Children to converſe, or 
n eat, 

* Aſfuefiunt etiam infantes iidem Judæorum, ne cum Chriſtianis ullatenus 
ehnverſentur; cum Liberis ipſorum neq; potum, neq; cibum capiant, neq; 


ulla alia communione talium utantur: Parentes nimiium corum facta Chriſtia- 
norum Odioſa ipſis teddunt omnia, ut pote quæ Judæis omnia piorſus abomi- 
na bilia ſunt. Hl uc fit ut ab inc unte ætate Odium contra Chriſtianos concep- 
tum ſine fine in animis eorum fovere perpant, Buxt. Syn. Jud. Cap. 3. 

* Gregory Williams, in his Book of the True Church, zells ns from Evagnus, 
That a Jewiſh Father ſpared not his own Child, but thiew it into a burning Furnaces 


Fectuſe le was preſent among Chriſtians, when the Sacrament was adminiſired; 


ich was more than Brutal Cruelty, Lib. 5. e 


i 
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cat, or hold any Fellowſhip with thoſe of Chriſtians; but 


infuſed into them an hereditary Averſion to Chriſtianity 
from their very Infancy; and taught Children in the moſt 
innocent and unprejudiced Part of their Lives, and againſt 


the kinder Tendency of their Nature, to deſpiſe and hate 


other Children; and ſtudied to make them little Separa- 


tiſts, and little Zealots in all the Superſtitions of their Fa- 
thers, at au Age, when they might (without any Hazard 
of being converted) have pied and called to one another 
in the Market-place; and been innocent Partners of each 
others Plays and Joys. 
The fame learned Author informs ns, that they bear a 
particular Hatred againſt thoſe Jews that * are baptized, 


and look on them with the utmoſt Deteſtation, as Apoſtates, 


and as Betrayers of their Religion: And that they have ſe- 


veral Prayers compoſed of Curſes and Execrations againſt 
Rn. by which Hereticks are generally meant Bap- 
tiged Jews ; and that they look on them as Damned, be- 
cauſe they have forſaken the JFew:/b Religion. 

Nor are they kinder to the Generality of Chriſtians, 
whom they reckon no better than Idolaters, Enemies and 
Haters of God, Men deſtined to Damnation and Perdition ; 
and curſe them under the odious Names of Moabites and 
Hagarens ; for which Reaſon they often pray, that God 
would plague them as he did the Agyptiaus; and that he 
would ariſe and ſcatter them in his Fury; and conſume them 
as + Stubble fully dry. ” | 

They 


« 


* Beneditus eſto Deus qui frangis & ſubdis illos gui rebelles ſunt. Parti- 
culam hanc Birchas Hammaim vocant; Eſtq; precatiuncula adveiſus Hzreti- 
cos, ideo quod in eadem eſt Kelala b, ſeu Exectatio adverſus Hæteticos; quemad- 
modum in Rabbi Alphes legere eſt : per Hareticos iſtos primo & imprimis in- 
telligunt Judabs Baptizatos : talium enim quemq; Meſchumad Perditumve 
appellant. Et in numero Plurali Meſchumadim Perditi ſunt, five Condem- 
nati, qui a fide Fulemum deficientes Chriſto ſe dedunt. Vide Buxt. Syu. ud. 
Cap. 5, de Precibus Judæorum Matutinis. | 

f Nahum i. 10. 8 
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They have another Prayer, which || Puxtorf mentions 
from Rabbi Bechai, which is full of Curſes upon all Chri- 


ſtian Magiſtrates, who have any Power or Authority o- 


yer them; and upon all ſuch Jews as are converted to the 
7 er Faith; which execratory Prayer was compoſed 
by Rabbi Samuel, ſirnamed the Little One; not long after 
the Days of Chriſt, when their Hatred towards Chriſtians 
ran high; and, when, according to the juſt Imputation of 
the Chriſtians, they ſuffered ſore and heavy Judgments for 
the Death of Chriſt, whoſe innocent Blood reſted grie- 
vouſly upon the Head of Them and of their Children. 
And theſe Curſes are ſtill uſed by the rigid Jews; ſo that 
we may juſtly ſay of cach of them in the Language of 
Ezekiel, Thou haſt a perpetual Hatred. | 

From hence we may learn, with what Bitterneſs and 


. Cruelty the Jews treat all thoſe of their Brethren, who 


become Converts to the Chriſtian Religion, from the Great 
St. Paul down to the loweſt and meaneſt Convert in our 
Days. From hence has ariſen this Queſtion z Whether the 
Jets ſhould be admitted into a Country profeſſing Chriſtia- 


nity? The Arguments which are offered againſt their Ad- 


mittance are theſe: 1/7, Becauſe the Fews are apt to utter 
horrid! Blaſphemics againſt Chriſt 24/y, Becauſe of their 
Treat Violence in with-holding Perſons from becoming Con- 
yerts to Chriſtianity. 34%, Becauſe their Sabbaths being 
not the ſame as the Chriſtian Sabbaths, it introduces a Mix- 
ture of Labour diſagreeable to both Religions. 4thly, Be- 
cauſe of the immoderate Uſury which is frequently taken 
by the Jews. 5thly, Becauſe they do not acknowledge the 


Authority of the New Teſtament; and therefore Oaths, 


which 


Quod Magiftratui Chriſtians imprecentur facile videre eft e Rabbi Bechai, 


Jui de piecatiuncul hac hunc (cribit in medum. Ubirchas, &c. hoc eft, Pre- 


eee banc fecerunt contra Hzreticos ; regnum illud impium (hoc eff) 
mp-rium Romanum & Magiſh a1us Chiiſtiinos rmnes qui in Jucaxo ofttinent 
Imp im, etadicandi cauſa, Euxtiit, L b. & C:p. ſupta citatie. | 


EF. 
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which ſometimes have been ſworn upon it, haye not bound 
their Conſciences ſo ſtrongly, as they ought. 6th, Be- 
cauſe (as we find in Buxtorf ) ſome of their Prayers contain 
Curſes and bitter Execrations againſt Chriſtian Magiſtrates; 
altho' they arc at the ſame Time ſheltered by them, and 
dwell in Peace under their Shadow. . 8 

But notwithſtanding theſe Objections, the Generality of 
Chriſtians admit the Jews into their Country, into their 
Towns, and into their very Profit in Trade: And of all the 


various Seas of Chriſtians none are kinder or more 1adulgent 


to them than the preſent Proteſtauts, who afford them a 
kind Reception, a ſafe Dwelling, and a fatherly Protection. 

The Fews indeed have followed and adored a great ma- 
ny Falſe Meſſiahs, but have been as yet too blind to be- 
hold the True One: They could not deſcend ſo low, as to 
acknowledge him in That Man of Sorrows, who Was at- 
quainted with Grief, and was ſoreby bruiſed, and grievouſſy 
wounded for their Tranſgreſſſans They will not embrace 
our Saviour's Goſpel, altho' founded upon their 67 Law, 
and their own Prophecies : They will not ſee the Trae 
Meſſias in the Son of Mary, altho' they are baniſhed for 
that cruel Treatment, which: they formerly offered to his 
Sacred Perſon and Dignity: But Obſtinacy is now their 
Portion; it is the reigning Principle of their Hearts; and 
under this great Obſtinacy I ſhall addreſs to them, in the 
pathetical Expoſtulation of the late learned Biſhop of Meaux, 

in his Diſcourſe concerning Univerſal Hiſtory. 

„ What have you done, O ungrateful People! Slaves in 
« all Countries, and to all Princes? Ye do not ſerve ſtrange 
© God's, and yet how are ye afflicted? How hath God, who 
« choſe you formerly, now forgot you? and what are be- 
« come of his Antient Mercies? What Crime, what At- 
© tempt (even greater thangldolatry) makes you feel a Pu- 
“ niſhment, which zever 2 Before did all your grievous 
| , ee « Idolatries 
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& Iaolatries bring down upon you? Are ye ſi ſilent? Cannot 
« ye underſtaud what makes God inexorable to jou? Re- 
te member thoſe Words of your Forefathers, HIS BLOOD 


BE ON US AND OUR CHILDREN. Remember 


«thoſe Words of your Forefathers, ME HAVE: NO 
« KING but CAR. — The Meſjah will not be your 
King; keep therefore to what ye have choſen: Conti- 
nue Slaves to Ceſar, and to Kings; until the Fulneſs of 
« the Gentiles be accompliſhed, and at laſt all Iſrael be 
e ſaved. ” 

So far the Biſhop of Meaux; and our own Hape and 


Deſire is, that all Iſrael may be. aved, altho' they are 
now ſmitten of God, and afflicted, ders ene I would not 


be thought, in the leaſt, at this Time to excite any publick 


_ Hatred againſt the Teo. They are Men as we are, and a 


Bleſſing may be reſerved for them hereafter, if they ſeek it 
with P ears: Wherefore, altho' they are now, like Eſau, 
cating their Pottage in Sorrow, and lamenting the Loſs of 
their former Birth-right; yet let our Bowels' yern upon 
them, and let us reſpect them as our Elder Brothers in the 


Favour of God. 


In former Days to the Jews have pertained the Adop- 


tion, the Glory, the Covenants, the giving of the Law, the 


Service of God, and the Promiſes; and they were then a 
Holy Nation, and a Holy Seed. And let us now look up- 
on them, not only with Pity, but likewiſe with that holy 
Awe and Reverence, with which we ſhould behold the 
preſent Ruins of their Temple at Jeruſalem; which in an- 
cient Times was ſtrongly and uniformly built and compact 
in all its Parts, and made up One regular, and beautiful, and 
magnificent Structure; but is Now diſſolved into broken 
Parcels, and ſome Part of the Stones thereof are inſerted 


into ſeveral other meaner Buildings a the City, 
and 


* Rom. ix. 4. 


— 


19) | : 

1 and are. ſtill diſtinguiſhible by the Eye; whilſt offer Co- 

3 lumus and broken Pillars lye ſcattered here ard there in 

_ diſorderly Ruins But ſtill the very RUINS themſebves 

retain an Awfulneſs, and will be always VENERABLE 
for their former Magnificence and Holineſs. 

We may remember likewiſe, that altho' they are Now 

of a lou, and baſe, and illiberal Diſpoſition of Mind (as a 


C0 EE rating : 
ON ONT TI EI Wt Fe 531-4, LP DIDIRE 
: > Ix. 3 WG 7 


: | learned * Author hath obſeryed) yet they had formerly in 
b the Catalogue of their Anceſtors, Patriarchs and Prophets, 
1 and Men of Divine Virtue and Goodneſs, whoſe Names are 


now conſecrated in Heaven. And let us ſtill reſpect thems 
as a Noble Family, antienter than Ourſelyes, but now fallen 
Into Decay, and driyen from their antient Seats of Gran- 
deur, and ſcattered abroad into obſcure Villages, and thinned 

and weakened in the Diſperſion. | | On: 
But God himſelf has not intended the utter þ Exciſion 
of the Jews ; for altho? they are diſperſed, yet, by a || ſin- 
gular Circumſtance of Punithment, as miraculous as their 
Diſperſion, they remain #nimcorporated with any Nations 
of the Earth, with whom they el This is a viſible Ar- 
gument of the Truth of the Prophecies of the Goſpel: 
This is a ſtanding Miracle, which ſubſiſts even at this Day 
in all Nations and all Cities, and is ſeen and perceived by 
every Chriſtian. And let no Nation ever ſeek to root 
them out, or deſtroy them: And let not us, from the Ob- 
ſervance of their preſent Miſery, grow high minded, but 
fear For ſince the Diminiſhing of the Jews was the Ri- 


| ches of ihe Gentiles, let us take Care that our Pride, our 
| $227 | 5 Cruelty, 0 


*-Cunzus de Republica febrzcrum. f In a Council held in Landon 
touching the Extirpation and quite rooting out of the Jews, many withſtood 
the ſame, by perſuading, that as Cain ſhould not be ſlain, but live as Vaga- 

bond upon the Earth; ſo they likewiſe ſhould not be utterly deſtroy'd, but ſuf- 

fered fill to lead an ignominious Life; that the Odiouſneſs of their Cruelty 
might be noted of us Chriſtians, by their accurſcd Condition, ſo long as the 
World ſhould endure. Williams's True Church, B. 8. See the Poſthumous 
S:rmons of Francis Atterbury, D. D. late Bp. of Rocheſter, Vol. I. Ser, 5. 
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Cruelty, cur Boaſting, does not hereafter become the Ri- 
ches of the Jews: For if God ſpared not the natural Bran- 
ches, how much leſs will he ſpare us? Therefore if we 
- fin in our Boaſtings, and grow preſumptuous, God perhaps 
will cut us off from the Fatneſs of the Olive-Tree; and make 
the old Stock flouriſh again, altho' its Branches are now 
withered, and the Root thereof ſeemeth dead in the Ground. 
For which Reaſon let us not inſult over the Jews, nor 
treat them as a People quite caſt away and rejected; for 
ſome of them may' repent hereafter, and acknowledge the 
True Meſſiah, and thereby regam the Favour of God: For 
being enraged by our Provocations, they may hereafter riſe 
up, and fay, * 1 will go and return to my former Husband, 
for then it was better. with me than now. This may be 
their future Deſire; and let us remember, that there is al- 
ready come oat of Sion. a Deliverer, who may be touched 
even with their /ateſt Acknowledgments of him; and in 
his Divine Mercy and Goodneſs may hereafter turn away 

Ungodlineſs from Jacob. CCC 
Ter us obſerye further, that altho' they do not join with 
us in acknowledging the True Meſſias, yet that we owe 
to the Jews the Preſervation of all thoſe noble Prophecies 
which diſtinguiſhed and pointed out the Meſſſas to us; for 
they were the Keepers, of thoſe great Seals; they were 
the Repoſitory of thoſe ineſtimable Treaſures of Divine 
Truths And ſince the Chriſtian Religion is founded on their 
Law, and ſupported by their Prophecies, let them feel the 
Warmth and Goodneſs of it in their own kind Protection 
under it; and by our courteons Behaviour and Demeanour 
towards them let them perceive, that the Chriſtian Religion 
is more beneyolent and more deſirable than their own ; and 
that of all the different Seas of Chriſtians none are more 
n 2.5 eee 
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indulgent to them than the preſent * Proteſtants: For 
our Laws do not require any Mark of + Diſtinction in their 
Habit as at Venice; nor impoſe any particular Tax upon 
their + Heads, as in former Reigns here in England ; nor 
eſtabliſh any Bloody || Inquiſition for impriſoning, and racks 

ing, and burning their Bodies, as is frequent in Popiſh 
Countries; but receive them firſt freely and kindly into our 
Country, in hopes of receiving them into Our Church 
And our Prayers expreſs no Sort of Bitterneſs againſt them: 
For altho' on our Good-Friday they condemned the Lord 
of Life, and crucified our Saviour as a common Malefattor ; 
yet on that very Day of Provocation, on that Great Day 
of Chriſtian Grief, in which they committed that horrid 
Fact againſt the Author of our Faith; our Prayers for them 
are particularly tender and compaſſionate + For in that me- 
lancholy Hour of Chriſt's Agonies and bitter Death on the 
Croſs, we do not thirſt after any Revenge, but are affectio- 
nately deſirous of their Converſion, and of their being kind- 
ly brought home to the Fold of Chriſt, altho* they are now 
ſcattered upon the Mountains. We 

e Wherefore 


* From Fance they were baniſhed by Philip the Fair, A. D. 1307. From - 
Spain by Ferdinand A. D. 1492. From Portugal by Emanuel A. D. 1497. Out 
of Naples and Sicily by Charles V, 1539, They have in theſe Kingdoms been 
ſo far fiom any Enjoym-nt of that Society requiſite to make them Converts, 
that they dare not ſet a Foot within their Borders without running very great 
Adventures ; as is known to all acquainted with the Regiment of thoſ: Coun- 
tries, Tis true in the Juriſdiction of Avienon, (the Pope's State) the Jews are 
admitted; and they are very numerous in Rome, Venice, Leghorn, ec. yer they 
are ſo little invited to Chriſtianity, that they meet with no ſmall Motives to. 
the contrary ; For in the Pope's Dominions no Few can be admitted to Baptiſm, 
till he has renounced the World; i. e. till he confeſs that all the Eſt ate gotten 

in Judaiſm was ill-gotten ; and that he doth, and ought, to tenounce it, and 
leave it to the Church, See 4ddiſon's preſent State of the Jews. 
I At Venice the Jews are obliged to wear Red Hats, to denote the Blood. 
which they wiſhed and drew upon their own Heads, when they crucificd, out 
Saviour; and without which it is lawful for ary one to kill them. Warcup's His 
ſtory of Itah. | 

+ See the Reign of H. III. and Edw. I. BY 

See Geddes's Tracts concerning the Inquiſition, Vol. I. 
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Wherefore I am certain, that every one here preſent is 


ready to ſay with St. Paul, Brethren, * My Heart's De- 


fire and Prayer to God for Iſrael is; that they may be ſaved. 


Have Mercy, therefore, O Lord, have Mercy upon all 


Jews, and tale from them all Ignorance, Hardneſs of Heart, 


_ Contempt of thy Mord; and ſo fetch them Home, Bleſ- 
ſe 


Lord, to thy Flock, that they may be ſaved among ſt 


the Remnants of the True Iſraelites, and be made One 


Flock under One Shepherd, Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
This is the Prayer of Chriſtiaus for the Salvation of the 
Zews ; and how much more lovely, and graceful, and hu- 
mane is it, than the Curſes of the Jews denounced againſt the 
Chriſtians? And if the Church of England is thus kind to un- 
converted Fews, how much kinder ought ſhe to be to thoſe 
that are wnfeignedly converted to her, and become her Chil- 
dren by Adoption? For altho' Converts are born of other 
Parents, and bred up in the Boſom of ſome other Nurſe, 
yet the Chriſtian Religion receives them as her own Chil- 
Aren, and embraces them in her Arms, and beftows on 
them a good Part of her future Bleſſings and Inheritance 
in Heaven; as if they had ſprung from her own Loins. 
Our Religion holds out theſe Rewards even to the Joweſ? 
Converts; but the particular Excellencies of St. Paul's Cha- 


racter demanded from Oneſphorus all the Honour, and all 
the Bounty, which could be poſſibly beſtowed upon him. 


It was relieving one that was made a Convert by Chrift 
himſelf; One that was ſnatch'd up into the Third Heaven ; 
One that was a choſen Veſſel; One that preached in the 
Power of Demonſtration ; One that was the Great Apoſtle of 
the Gentiles; One that was not behind any of the Apoſtles 
in his great and continual Care of the Churches. Theſe 
extraordinary Qualifications in the Beneficiary raiſed and en- 
nobled the very Benefactor; but ſuch an excellent r- 
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of Charity will never appear in our Days, nor in the Days 


of our Children. 
We may wiſh for the Honour of W the Bowels 


of ſuch an Apoſtle in Diſtreſs; we may profeſs an Eager- 
neſs for embracing ſuch glorious Opportunities of doing 
Good: But herein we mult fall infinitely ſhort of the Hap» 
pineſs of Oneſiphorus Therefore, let us rather conſider his 
Charity as diveſted of theſe great and noble Qualifications 
in the Ohject, and view it only as beſtowed upon a Jewiſh 
Convert, a Stranger, and a Priſoner ; and obſerve how ma- 
ny Excellencies did attend it, eyen under theſe common Cir- 
cumſtances, wherein it may be imitated by us, and come 
within our own Sphere of Bounty and Goodneſs, 

This is the more proper and neceſſary, becauſe Subjects 
of this Kind ſeldom come under our Conſideration in ſuch 
Holy Places as this. We frequently plead the Cauſe of the 
Widow and the Fatherleſs; and recommend to your Good- 
neſs the Wants of our own Citizens and Pariſhioners; but 
ſeldom make mention of the deſolate Stranger, or carry 
our Thoughts into the dark Priſon-Houſe ; where the poar 
Priſoner languiſhes in the melancholy Chambers of Sad- 
neſs; and his Miſeries are hid from the Eyes of Men; fo 
that they rarely enter on the Tongue, even at that Ti ime 


when the Law of Kinaneſs dwells upon it. 


- (1) Wherefore I ſhall confi der the Excellency of One- 


+, ſphorus s Charity, as beſtowed, 
Firſt upon a Convert; 
Secondly upon a Stranger; 5 


Thirdly upon a Priſoner, 
We are inclined to compaſſionate any Perg lying under 


Affliction and Woe ; in ſuch Diſtreſs we are ready to re- 
lie ve 


8 . When this Diſcourſe was preached, it was divided into two Ser- 
mons ; and the Second Sermon in the Afterfioon began here, 
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lie ve the Few or the Gentile, the Believer or the Infidel; 
and raiſe him up, and comfort him, and pour ſoft Oil into 
his Wounds; and bear a Part in all his Griefs and all his 
Sufferings : For Nature lays, as Job did, Do I not weep 
for him that is in Trouble? and is not my Soul grieved for 
im? ? | | 

And how much quicker is our Compaſſion, when it hears 
of the Afflictions of thoſe that are Gonverts to our own 
Religion, and are become our Brethren in Chrift, and, as 
it were, Fellow-Servants with us in the Houſbold of Faith ? 
At ſuch a Time Oneſiphorts is more than ordinarily dis 
ligent in || ſearching out the diſtreſſed Convert, and finding 
and refreſhing him: For there is a boly Alacrity in chari- 
ble Men True Compaſſion gives a ſpeedy Motion even in 
the darkef? Hours of the Night ; it makes the Feet of good 


Men not only beautiful but quick, whenever they tread 
in the Paths of Charity, and become the Meſſengers of glad 


— 


Tidings to the Miſerable. ox ty 
This Love for a Stranger, who is become a Chriſtian 
Convert, ſhews Oneſiphorus's great Love for Christ himſelf; 
who is, as it were, incorporated with every one that pro- 
feſſes a Faith in him: They become Members of Chris's 
Body, and he ſuffers in their Affliction : Therefore when 
St. Pau] himſelf was a Perſecutor of Chriſtian Converts, 
Chrift from Heaven ſpake to him in this Manner, Saul, 
Saul, why perſecuteſt Thou ME? He did not ſay, My Ser- 
vants, my Children, my little Ones; but expreſſed a nearer 


Feeling of the Perſecution of his Converts, as affecting his 


own Perſon and his own Bowels; and therefore he 1aid, 
Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt Thou ME as if Chriſt him- 
ſelf had been in the Perſon of every Convert. | 5R 


* Tob xxx. 25. I omedariripor, C:mparativus pro Supeilativo fre- 
quens Grzcis. Grot: {| {7404 we. per Totam Uibem Romam cutſitavit, 
ut me quezreret. Grot, | 3 


EY 

This Opinion or the intimate Union of Chrift with his 
Diſciples, or of his more than Fatherly Feeling for them, 
influenced Oneſiphorus, and moved his Compaſſion ; and 
therefore his Love for a Convert to Chriſt was loving even 
Chrift himſelf; who is a Partner in all the Sufferings of 
the Faithful; for which Reaſon the Perſecutions of St. Paut 
_ after his Converſion are ſtiled, the Bonds of Chriſt, the 

Perſecution of Chriſt, and the Impriſonment of Chrz#e. 
This Oneſiphorus ſaw in the Convert, and bis Faith in 
. Chriſt wrought in him by Love: For theſe two excellent 
Virtues generally dwell together in the ſame Houſe, like 
two loving Siſters: Wherefore in good Chriſtians we fre- 
quently fee, that Mercy aud Truth meet together, and kiſs 
each other. For, Faith without Charity is nothing more 
than a ſounding Braſs. or a tinkling Cymbal; it may pleaſe 
the Far for a ſhort Time, and gratify the Senſes; but ir 
dies away in the tranſient Sound, and contributes nothing 
towards the ſolid Advantages of Mankind: For which Rea- 
ſon * in Jeſus Chrift neither Circumciſion availeth any 
thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh by Love. 


And what can be more amiable than the Faith of Onęſipho- 


rus working thus by Love? It availeth more than Circum- 
ciſion, and is one of the ſweeteſt and faireſt Fruits of Chri- 
ſtianity, - On 

This Action of Oneſiphorus was further excellent, as it 
contributed towards upholding the Communion of Saints. 
Chriſtians are not only united to Chriſt their Head, but are 
likewiſe Members one of another, joined together in a holy 
Fellowſhip: And Oneſiphorus gave a convincing Teſtimony, 
that he was of the Society of thoſe that belonged to the Truth, 
by loving him that was unfeignedly of the Truth. Upon 
this Motive Oneſiphorus relieved, and affectionately embra- 


ced him that was without Hypocriſy converted unto on F 
| D FO C77» an 
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And this Love of his towards a Fellow-Member was hearty 
and earneſt, and diligent, and faithful. For he looked on 
himſelf as united to the Convert in the ſame Communion of 

Saints: This Conſideration made St. Paul himſelf fo ten- 
derly affectionate towards Oneſimus, who was converted 
by him to the Chriſtian Faith; for altho' Onęſimus was but 
of a low Degree in Life, yet St. Paul rejoiced in his Con- 
verſion, eſteemed him as his Son, and rag ee him as his | 
open Bowels. — And this Chriſtian Kindneſs towards Con- 
verts turned greatly to eee, of the Goſpel. 

The Converſion of St. Paul was indeed miraculous; it 
was wrought in him, not by the Tongue of Men or An- 
gels, but by the Voice of Chriſt ſpeaking to him from 
Heaven. But the general Attempts towards converting the 
Jews are long and difficult; the Materials are hard, and 
require great Skill and Labour in giving them a new Shape, 
and a better Form: The Good Man that would convert them, 
mult travel long in the Birth again, till Chriſt be well form- 
ed in them. For, their Struggles within them are great and 

many; the Prejudices of their Education are deeply rooted» 
and far ſpred; the Hatred of their Brethren lies heavy upon 
them; the violent Oppoſition of their neareſt Relations ſtands 
forth in the Way, and obſtructs them in the Path where 
they would turn off; and ſometimes the Dread of future 

Perſecutions renders the Attempt fruitleſs and yain. 
And this is owing, not only to thE natural Obſt;nacy of 
the Jews, but likewiſe to the Errors of the Papiſts, in pray- 
ing jo Saints and Angels, and worſbipping Images; parti- 
cularly that on the Crucifix, which in Popiſh Countries 
ſtands by the Preacher in the Pulpit, and is ſometimes in 
ſudden Raptures hugged, and embrated, and worſhipped by 
bim. The Jews (who in + 1taly arc obliged to hear Ser- 
: TT To» mon) 


.* See the Epiſtle to Bil non. | 
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mons) behold This, and eſteem it a downright Idolatry; 
which Idolatry is a great Offence and Abomination to them. 
They are farther ſcandalized at the Tranſubſiantiation of the 
Church of Rome; and are highly offended, that the Meſ- 
ſias, whom they expect to come into the World in all the 
Majeſty and folema Grandeur of an Earthly King, ſhould 
be thus reduced and vilely ſhrunk into the mean Appear- 


ance of 4 Hafer. 

Beſides theſe great Errors of the Papiſts, the Diviſions 
| and Diſſentions, which daily rage amongſt the Proteſtants, 
and provoke continual Diſputes and Contentions, are ano- 
ther Obſtacle to their embracing the Chriſtian Religion; 
which, for this Reaſon, in their miſtaken Opinion, they look 
on as unſettled, wavering, and doubtful. This is the Shame 
of our own Nation ; this is the Reproach of our own Peo- 
ple: And J heartily wiſh, that he Shulamite would re- 
turn, and that ce might not be any longer, as the Company 
f two Armies, ſo that this Objection of Our Diviſions 
might be removed, together with the Shame of our preſent 
| Coldneſs and Indifference in converting the Fews. But be- 
ſides this Remiſſneſs in general, there is, even in the warmeſt 
Perſons, ſometimes a Want of the Hebrew Language to at- 

tempt it; and at other Times the Endeavour is check d 


by the Want of a certain Habitation, and a ꝶ public Reve- 
nue, for the preſent Support of the indigent Convert; who 
forſakes Father and Mother, and Houfs and Lands, and 


All that He hath, to follow Chrift. 
8 D 2 1 But 


* Solomon's Song vi. 13. 5 25 
I Since the Expuſlion of the Jews out of England by King Edward I. about 
the Year 1290, the greateſt Converſation with them. has been managed by 
Tradeſmen, upon the Account of Traffizk and ſecular Purpoſes, as is evident 
at this Day; and we have been ſo far from endeavouring their Converſion 
to Chriſtianity, that That which might greatly have encouraged it is quite 
taken away: (I mean the Houſe of Converts erefted by our Hen. III. which he 
piouſly endowed for the Maintenance of Poor Jews converted to Chriſtianity, 
where every one, during their Lives was allowed Two pence a Day) and ap- 
pointed by Edw. III. for Records to be kept therein, now called the Rolls; 


See the Concluſion of Addiſon's preſent State of the Jews. 
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Bur when the Cunver fi on hath ſucceeded under all theſe 
Obſtacles and Difficulties, how encouraging is the Example of 
a good Oneſiphorus to all ſuch as are converted to the Chri- 
ſtian Faith! It does not convert them indeed, but it ſtreng- 
thens them very much in their Converſion : It does not 
teach them the Obſcurities of the Goſpel, but it convinces 
them of the Power and Goodneſs of it; and by that Means 
it improves their Inclinations towards Chriſtianity, and 
makes them Keep it, and preſerve it, and embrace it ſted- 
taſtly, and hold it faſt. 'l 
Therefore how good was Onfiphorus i in not being aſha- 
med of the Chains of St. Paul, which his own Country- 
men had riveted on! He mourned with the Convert whilſt 
his Brethren greatly rejoyced in his Miſeries: He cheared 
and refreſhed the Ianguiſbing Few ; whilſt his Kinſmen ſtood 
afar off, and added Sorrow to his Afiiftions., Great and ex- 
cellent was this Kindneſs of One/; iphorus towards a Convert, 
whom he eſteemed as his Brother in Chriſt; and therefore 
ſhewed him Favour, and Mercy, and Sweetneſs, and Lewe. 
For altho' the Convert was not at firſt led into the right 
Path by the Light of One/{horus's Candle, yet it gave a 
Pleaſure to his Eye, when the good Man made him, as it 
Were his own Gueſt. 
This Action of Oneſſphorus was doing Juſtice to the Chri- 
3 Religion, which cnjoins Love in all its Forms, and 
ſhelters and protects all thoſe that are gathered within its 
Pale; for, it is a Fountain which w aters and refreſhes eve- 
ry Plant within the Garden; not only the Tree which 
grew up in that very Place from the Roots of its Mother- 
Plant; but likewiſe the d Stock which is removed thither 
and cngrafted; and thereby produces new Bloſſoms and new 
Fruit, not its own ; but more ſweet to the Taſte, and more 
cultivated and improved, than its firſt original Stock could 
' eyer have produced. * 


Such 


* 
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Such is a Jewiſh Convert when the Chriſtian Religion 
is engrafted upon him; the Fierceneſs and Cruelty of the 
17 is ſoſtened and converted into the better Fruit of 
eekneſs and Gentleneſs, and a Chriſtian Forgiveneſs of In- 
juries and Wrongs. Therefore, altho' St. Paul was perſe- 
cuted by his Brethren the Jews, after his Converſion to 
Chriſtianity ; yet even then he was ſorely grieved for their 
Obſtinacy, and earneſtly deſired, that he himſelf might be- 
come accurſed for the Salvation of his Brethren. His Af- 
ſeverations are theſe, and they are very ſtrong and affeQio- 
nate; * ſay the Truth in Chriſt; I lye not; my Conſcience 
bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghost, that ] have great 
Heawvineſs and continual Sorrow in my Heart; for I could 
wiſh that myſelf were accurſed from Chrift, for my Bre- 
thren that are my Kinſmen in the Fleſh. 
A Converſion to Chriftianity produced this Forgiveneſs, 
this uncommon Love and Affection in St. Paul for his 
Kinſmen, altho' they perſecuted him at that Time. And 
how laudgble was the Charity of Oneſiphorus, which was 
beſtowed upon this kind, and zealous, and forgiving Con- 
vert! | 
From whence I ſhall conſider it in the ſecond View, as 
beſtowed upon a Stranger in Rome. FOE OG 
_ By the Stranger, I do not mean the accidental Viſitant, 
or. the unknown Perſon, or the idle Runagate, or the wan- 
dering Pilgrim; but ſuch as are driven from their own Coun- 
try for the Sake of the True Religion, or are perſecuted 
in another Country for embracing the Right Faith; and 
are far from their own Dwelling and their Father's Houſe. 
Such a Stranger was St. Paul in Rome, when Oneſiphorns 
fought him out, and refreſhed him. „ 
When any Calamity befalls a good Man, it adminiſters 
ſome Comfort to his Heart, that he dwells amomgſt his own 


People But St. Paul was at this Time a Stranger in Rome, 


* Rem. ix. 1. e and 
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and a Priſoner; fetter'd in Links of Tron; and carried away 
in Chains farr off from his own Houſe and his Native Soil. 


And if in our Calamity it is miſerable, that our falſe Friends 


fland afar off, looking upon our Troubles; how much more 
miſerable is it, that our true Frichds are in reality afar off, 


and cannot ſo much as behold our Troubles! And if it is a 
_ Grief to wander up and down as a Stranger, how much 


more grievous, is it, to be a Sfranger in Want, and“ for- 
ſaken by all Men. 5 es TE 

At this JunQure appeared the great Kindneſs of Ove/{pho- 
rus when he came to Rome, he haſtened torclieve St, Paul 
in Priton ; as One that could not tafte any Pleaſures of his 
own, + nor paſs the Night in 5 whilſt the Stranger 
remained comfortleſs, deſolate, unviſited, and unrelieved. 

This Charity to a Stranger in Rome was the more bright 


and remarkable, becauſe it did not flow from any hereditary 


Friendſhips, nor from Family Obligations, nor from a Love 
to our Fellow-Citizens and Countrymen ; but ſprung up in 
the Heart of Oneſiphorus from a general Affection, and a 


univerſal Love towards Mankind: It was free and gene- 


rous, and becoming the extenſtve Goodneſs of the Goſpel ; 
which cheriſhed all that embraced her Faith, even, || wher 
the abundance of the Sea was converted unto her, and her 
Sons came from afar. This Charity which does Honour to 
the Religion of Oneſiphorus, does Honour to his Hauſe 
likewiſe, and his City, and his Country. 2 
Such a Goodneſs is in a higher Degree excellent, as it is 
imitating God himſelf; who + 7s the God of Gods, and Lord 


e Lords, a Great God, Mighty and Terrible but yet who 


doth Right unto the Fatherleſs and Widow; and loveth the 
STRANGER, giving him Food and Rayment. — LOVE 
YE THEREFORE THE STRANGER. 


* This 
*..4 Tim. iv. 16. + Sua ſponte & perquam ſtudioſe Paulum queſivit, 
nec conquievit, danec inveniſſet. Eſtii Com. | i Iſa If, -: ide. 3. 
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This is reaſonable for us Men, whoſe Abodes are uncer= 


fain in this Life; for we ourſelves are Strangers and So- 
jouruers here, as all our Fathers were. Beſides, ſince the 
National Law makes no Proviſion for .needy Foreigners, 
and does not regard them as the Children of her own Fa- 
mily; it is more neceſſary that Good Men ſhould relieve 
them in the Hours of Diſtreſs; and beſtow on them Food 
and Rayment; and comfort their Hearts with kind Words 
and a friendly Countenance. For if they were deprived of 
this Aſſiſtance, how grievous would be the Condition of the 
poor deſolate, deſtitute Stranger, whoſe Feet carry him a- 
far off to ſojourn ! How often would he utter this grievous 
Complaint: * Moe is me, that I ſojourn in Meſech, and 
dwell in the Tents of Kedar ! Woe is me, that 1 die with 
Famine in a ſirange Land, whither I deſired to go, and ſo- 
Journ : Depart, depart, fiee away and wander, ye deſolate 
Travellers and let the Stranger no more ſojourn in it. 

This is the juſt Reproach of a Nation, who deny their 
Relief to the Stranger; therefore Oneſiphorus's Charity was 
the more valuable, becauſe it relieved him, who in a ſtrange 
Land might look for Help, and behold none; and might 
deſire Aſſiſtance, but behold no Friend is near. Again, this 
Kindneſs was further commendable, becauſe it was beſtow- 
ed upon the Stranger and the Alien, without any partial 
Intereſt, and without regard whether he was born of the 
Tribe of Ephraim, or the Tribe of Judah; or whether he 
came from the Land of Iſrael, or the Tents of Kedar., 

From whence I ſhall proceed to conſider Oneſiphorus's 
Charity in a third View, as beſtowed upon a Priſoner. - _ 
A Priſon within our own City, and even near our own 
Dwellings, or the Dwellings of an hoſpitable Friend, is ne- 
vertheleſs full of Horror and Sadneſs; and how much more 
in a foreign Land, where little Comfort of any Kind can be 
| FIRED expected 
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expected from the unknown Perſon, the Sttanger, and the 
Alien. In ſuch Circumſtances the poor Perſon that is caſt 


into it can be ſcarcely called the * Priſoner of Hope; and 
how ſhocking is the Method, in which the poor inſolvent 


Debtor is ſometimes hurried away into it! 


With what Fierceneſs and Cruelty is it deſcribed by Chris? 
in the xviiith Chapter of St. Matthew ! where the Servant 
went out, and found one of his Fellow-Servants which ow- 
ed himan hundred Pence Aud he laid Hands on him, and 
took him by the Throat, ſaying, Pay me That Thou oweſt : 
Land his Fellow-Servant fell down at his Feet, and be- 
ſought him; ſaying, —Have Patience with me, and I will 
pay thee All. — And he would not. — but went and caf7 
him into Priſon, till he ſhould pay the Debt. — And when 
hrs Fellow-Servants ſaw what was done, They were very 
ſorry. — But the Creditor himſelf ſaw the Anguiſh of his 
Soul, when he beſought him: - but he would not hear 


him. | 


Under this inhuman” Treatment, the Priſon itſelf becomes 


almoſt defirable to the Debtor, as a Refuge from the Fierce- 
neſs and the Cruelty of the Creditor ; but it is ſuch a Refuge, 
as is terrible to human Nature (and may 0 Perſon here 
Preſent ever know the Terrors of a Priſon, except in per- 
forming gracious Acts of Charity within it) for the Walls 


thereof are cold, and ragged, and broken: The Iron Bars 


almoſt intercept the very Light, or only admit ſo much of 
it, as will ſhew the ſorrowful and diſmal Objects of Miſe- 
Ty pining away in Silence. 'The Key ſometimes ſounds harſh 
within the Lock, but does not open the Iron Door to the 
Prifoner. Jeremiab's Priſon contained in it Mire and Filth, 


old Clouts, and rotten Rags. 1 
This Pit of Horror, this Gathering of the Priſoners, af- 


fords no Companion, but hat is miſerable; no ner 


* Zzch. is. 12, 
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but that of the AHicted; no Sight of human Face thro! its 
cold Iron Bars, but that of Pertons freer and much happier 
than themſelves. Beſides, in ſuch a Place, the Face of the 
Gaoler is often menacing ; and even the kinder Face of a 
Friend excites at firſt new Sorrows and new Tears. Here 
you may ſee the Priſoner fed with the Bread of Afﬀitttion, 
and the Water of Afliction; which afford the Friſoner no 
more Suſtenance, than will barely keep his Misfortunes alive, 
and not ſuffer him to die from them. Here you may behold 
the poor Inſo/vent, honeſt but dejected; pious but miſerable; 
innocent but afflicted ; without Hope of Friend or Acquain- 


tance to aſſiſt him: But not without Hope in his God, who 


is more merciful to him than Man; and is ready to hear his 
melancholy Sighings, even whilit he languiſheth in the ſe- 
cret Corners of the Dungeons of Miſery. 


Whilſt Jeremiah was thus ſhut up in the Priſon-Houſe, 


his Anguiſh was ſuch, that he curſed the Day wherem he 


Was born, and uttered this ſorrowful Lamentation ; * Where- 


fore came I forth out of the Womb, to ſee Labour and Sor- 
row, that my Days ſhould be conſumed with Shame? Such 
an Affliction is terrible; becauſe it feels but little Intermiſ- 


ſion, except that which ariſes from a thoughtleſs Sleep in 


the Hours of Night; in which the Weary are at reſt, and 
the Pri ſoners reſt together. 


o 


It is further terrible, as it deprives the Religious Priſoner 


of the deſired Opportunities of frequenting the Houſe of 


Prayer, and receiving thoſe Comforts which in that ſacred 
Place flow upon the Heart; and give it Joy: For even in a 
ſtrange Land it is ſome Relief to a diſtreſſed Heart, that 
it can perform Religious Worſhip within the Courts of the 


Lord's Houſe; and that the Body is free and unfettered, al- 
tho” it ſometimes fits down and weeps by the Rivers of Wa- 


ter. But the poor Priſoner is ſo far confined and ſhut up, I 


* Jer. xx, 18. 
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Bis Feet cannot tread the Lord's Courts, nor ſtand within tbe 
Holy Gates; for which Reaſon, he can only commune with 


his wn Heart, and utter his Prayers, whillt he ſits muſing 


and 7s ſtill; and can behold only from the uppermoſt Wins 
dow of the Priſon the Temple of the Lord afar off; and 


wiſh to enter within thoſe Holy Gates, which are open to, 
and recerve, all other miſerable Perſons, except the Pri- 


ſoner, who can only breathe and long after them, but not 


enter into them. | | 
But altho' the Priſoner is thus with-held from the Houſe 
of God, and penſive and fad over his Miſeries; and pines 
away in Griet under the Dejection of a ruined Fortune, and 
a'broken Heart; and fits wailing all the Day long like 
the Mourning of a Turtle-Dove, which laments forely in 
his Cage; and finding no Deliverance from it, continually 
repeats his mournful Notes and his melancholy Cooings: 
"Yet the Almighty God, at ſuch a Time, hears the S 
ing of the Priſoner, and ariſes to his Help, and infuſes a 
generous Spirit of Charity into the Heart of a good Oneſe- 


Phorus, who ſeeks out the Priſoner, and finds him, and 


comforts him. : 

Which Charity beſtowed upon the Priſoner has this pe- 
culiar Excellency in it; that it ſeems more voluntary than 
other Kinds uſually are. The Beggar that waits at the 


Poſts of our Doors, or purſues us with importunate Clamours 


in the Streets, fometimes almoſt forces our Charity; and 
where he does not find a charitable Diſpoſition in the Heart, 
he will at laſt by his carneſt Entreaties excite one. But re- 
lieving the Priſoner is relieving one that is not importunate 


at our Gates: It is a voluntary Motion of the Heart, ſearch- 
ing out the very Opportunity of doing Good: It is not 


provoked by the He or the Ear; but is a natural Ea- 
gerneſs after Charity, which moves the good Man in his 
Dwellings, and goes with him thro' the Pyiſon-Gates; and 


ſometimes 


Wy ©: 3 
ſometimes opens them to the Priſoner, and Hifts ug his 
Head from the Pit, and chatges his Priſon Garments. 
And in this it is ſometimes ict and ſudden; and almoſt 
ſeems the immediate Impulſe of God himſelf. bl 

This Charity of Onugſſphorus had a further Excellency in 


it, as it relieved a Priſoner who could not work for him- 


ſelf. The Inſtruments of Labour are idle and uſeleſs in the 
Hand that is fettered. Man that is free may go forth into 
the Field to his Work and to his Labour until the Evening - 
but the Priſoner is ſhut up from the Paths of Men, and the 
Labours of Men; and the Priſon itſelf is a barren Soil, 
where they neither ſow nor reap. We may naturally pity 
fach a Life waſting away in a melancholy Idleneſs, want- 
ing Support, and at the ſame Time deprived of the Oppor- 
tunity of that Labour that ſhould acquire it; and few are 
the Priſoners that are ſo happy, and even ſo well employ- 
ed as Sampſon was; who did grind in the Priſon-Houſe. 
The Prifoner that wants a proper Suſtenance, and at the 
fame Time is cut off from the Labours of Men, is more 
wretched than the pooreſt Workman in the City for the 
meaneſt Artificer, that 7 has Bread to eat; altho he 
eats it in the Sweat of his Brom: Nay, ſuch a Priſoner 
is more wretched than rhe Beaſts of the Field, or the Birds 
of the Air; for the Dove has Wings, and can fly away to the. 
Cleſts of the Rocks, or to the Windows ; and when ſhe is 
hungry, can gather her Food amongſt that Seed, which falls 
by the May-ſide But the Priſoner is ſhut up with Bars 
and Locks; and the ſtrict Confinement deprives him of the 
Power of acquiring a daily Suſtenance for his. Bod); and 
renders him more unhappy than the * wi A, which is. 
ſent out free, and quencheth his Thirſt at the Streams. of. 
the Brooks; and the Range of the Mountains is his Pa- 
ſtuye. Is 5 Pe „„ 


* Job xxxix. 


* 
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And if we imagine that the Mind of the Priſoner can at 
that Time be employed in uſeful Thoughts, and high Me- 
ditations; alas! we are ignorant how much even the Mind 
itſelf is influenced by the Place to which the Body is confined: 


In common Perſons it feels the Afflictions of the Body, and is 


often cramped in the Fetters of it. For at ſuch a Time 
our nobleſt Thoughts like falſe Friends, leave us and for- 
fake us; they avoid the melancholy Aſpect of a Priſon, 
and will not return to us again ; until we ourſelves return 
to the Splendor and the Liberty of our former Condition; 
it is then only that theſe Lords and Counſellors will reſort 
70 Us. | | | = 
This Goodneſs of One/iphorus to the Priſoner is ſo much 
approved of by the Church of England, that ſhe prays in 
her Lytany, not only for Women labouring with Child, and 
fil Perſons, and young Children; but likewiſe that God 
would ſhew his Pity. upon all Priſoners and Captrves. 
And when a Number of Good Men not only vilit the 
Priſon, and relieve the Priſoner ; but proceed further, even 
than Oneſiphorus could; and deliver the Priſoner from his 
Confinement and Afflictions: they act with the Spirit and 
Greatneſs of Kings; who ſometimes deliver the Inſolvent 
- Priſoner by a good-natured Law; and in their Royal Pro- 


'  greſs through their Kingdoms, generally ſet open the Priſon 
Doors, and mark out their Paths with Bounty, and Liber- 


2 
— 


ty, and Foy. 


As ſuch a Spirit of Charity carries ſomething of Royalty | 


init; ſoit is imitating the Goodneſs of Angels, and being like 
thoſe kind and bleſſed miniſtring Spirits. For whenever 
God infuſes into the Heart of a Good Man an extraordinary 
Degree of Affection and Tenderneſs towards the diſtreſſed 
Priſoner; and by a ſudden Impulſe ſends him forth on his 


- Beheft, for his Deliverance out of Priſon ; whether it be at 


Noon-day, or in the Darkneſs of the Night; the Good 


d þ 


d þ 


(37) : 


_ Chriſtian is at that Time the Meſſenger of God, and the. An- 


gel of God; and is like that 4lefſed Angel which delivered 
* St, Peter by Night, and ſbock off his Chains, and opened 
the Priſon Doors, and brought him forth to his deareſt 
Friends, and as it were to a new Life. 3 

It was nothing leſs than the Goodneſs of the Almighty, 
which viſited + Paul and Silas at Miduight, and ſhook the 
Foundations of the Priſon ; ſo that the Doors were opened, 


and the Bands looſed. 
And what can give a greater Value to the Charity of O- 


neſiphorus, than that he viſited the Priſon-Houſe, where the 
benign Spirit of God has ſometimes deſcended, and comforted 
the Priſoners in the Dungeons; and where Good Angels have 


| kindly entered, and delivered the Captive from His Bond's. 


Such a charitable Perſon is a Fellow-worker with God him- 


ſelf; who ſetteth the || Solitary in Families, and bringeth 
out thoſe that are hound with Chains; and doth not diſdain 


that the Sighing of the Priſoner ſhould come before him; 
but is ever t ready to pity thoſe that ſit in Darkneſs aud 


the Shadow of Death; being bound in Affliction and Iron. 


Me cannot like Chriſt open the Eyes of the Blind; but. 


ſtill by bringing the poor Priſoner out of Darkneſs, we may _ 


reſtore to him the wonted Light, and the cheerful Prof, ect. 
We cannot like Chriit give new Strength and new Vigorr to 
the withered Hand; but by delivering the Priſoner, we may 
make the Hand uſeful again, and reſtore it to its former La- 
bour, and Activity, and Hardneſs. In the Deliverance of Pri- 
ſoners we may be Followers of Chriſt, as dear Children; for 
he is deſcribed by the Prophet ¶¶ Iſaiah (altho perhaps under 


the Character of a Spiritual Deliverer) as bringing ont the 


A from the Priſon, and them that fit in Darkneſs, . 
out of the Priſon-Houſe : And in theſe Sorts of lind Offices we 


may 


* Ads xii. 7. + Ads zwi 26. | PC.lxvii,6. ; bf. ev i. 10. 
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mw . of the Holy Ghoſt; who ſheds his Grace 


upon the /oweft Hearts; and does not with-hold it from the 


the whe on-Chamber ; but in every Place cheers and refreſhes 
Chriftian, under the amiable Name of the Comforter. 


11 the cxlvith Pſalm, altho God is ſty led the Maker of 


Heaven and Earth, yet he does not aildain to be That 


Lord which preſerveth Stratigers : And altho he is called 


The Lord for eder, and the God of Sion unto all Genera- 
tions; yet he does not think it beneath his Majeſty to be 
That Cod which looſeth the Priſoners. For the Iron 2 
beneth of its own Accord, and the Chains fall off, lik 

irnt Threads, from the Hands of the Priſoners, by the 
bare Command of That God, who is mighty in every Place 
of the Kingdoms of Men; and not only delivereth the Pyi- 
ner from his Chains; but likewiſe in his everlaſting Strength 


 bringeth forth the * Chariot, and the Horſe, the Army, and 


the Powers. 


Therefore, how good and excellent was this Charity of 


Oneſs, horns, when it imitated God himſelf in his moſt en- 


dearing Attribute of Mercy; whereby he executeth Judg- 
ment for the Oppreſſed, and preſerveth the Stranger, and 


toofeth the Priſoner ! 


- Wherefore this Charity reſembling the Goodneſs of God, ; 
cannot but be pleaſing to God himſelf; Which leads me to 
conſider briefly the Rewards of it as propoſed in the * 


and they are both Temporal and Erernal. £ 
When St. Paul prays that God would give Mercy to the 


Houſe of Oneſiphorus, the Word Mercy includes all the good”, 


Things of this Life, whether ſpirituul or temporal. — 


If ſpiritual, it implies the Grace of God, the Deſtruction 
of Sin in the Heart, Peace of Conſcience, virtuous: Diſpo- 
ſitions, Chriſtian Calinineſs; Steadineſs of Heart, and a Mind 


| poſſeſs'd with Joy and Peace, Gentleneſs and Meckneſs and 
Faith, and Love for all Mankind, 


| * Ifs ali 17. 
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the laborious Arts of the Husbandman ; then the Mercy 


from the violent Burnings ” a 


(4) 
The fame Word Mercy denotes further ſach Bleſſings av 
ſupport the Body, and encreaſe the external Happineſs of 
Man :— Wherefore, if the Family of Oneſiphorus exercided: 


prayed for was This : —— That God would multiply the 
Fruit of their Ground, and the Fruit of their Cattle, and 
the Encreaſe of their Kine ; and that God would bleſs them 
in their Field, and in their Basket, and in their Store; ſo 
that their Barns might be filled with Plenty, and their 
Preſſes burs} out with new Wine. 23 

But if the Houſe of Oneſiphorus ſought after he Gain 
of Merchandi xe (as Grotins hints, and as ſeems moſt pro- 
bable) and traded in the Multitude of Wares of their own. 
raking, and in the Wine of Helbon, and white Wooll; and 
occupied their Fairs with the chief of all Spices: — Then 
the Mercy to be given them was This ;—— That God would: 


bleſs them in the City, and give them Plenty in their Dwel- 


linge, and Peace and Cheerfulneſs in their Streets + and pre- 
ſerve their Houſes from a raging Fire, and their Bodies 

es: and protect their 
Ships in their going out and their coming in, and preſerve 
them from the violent Storm and Tempeſt, which ſome- 
times breaketh. the Ships of Tarſhiſn: SU CH as lately 
paſſed over this Honourable City, and broke the talleſt 
Frees on the Mountains, and ſhook the Cities of the Land. 


A Deliverance from ſuch a. Storm is one of the great Mer- 


cies of God to his People; ſa that when their Wares ge 
orth. out of the Seas, they may be ſafe, and ful many Peo- 


t | 
ple, and be deſired by the Kings of the Earth; and may 
exalt the Family of One/iphorus with the Multitude of their 


* 


Riches and of their Merchandize. | 
. Theſe are. ſome of the Temporal Mercies inchuded.in the 


grateful Prayer of St. Paul: And they will certainly en- 


ter into the Dwellings of the Charitable Man, and 4/eſs his . 


Houſe. 


* 
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Houſe.” And what a ſtrong and powerful W 
is it to Charity, when we conſider, that the beneficent Ac- 
tions of a good Man are a Mercy to his Mie, a Mercy to 
his Somc, a Mercy to his Daughters, and a Mercy to his 
Servants; becauſe they have been, in the Firſt Place, con- 
ferred as a Mercy upon the Stranger that reſted within 
his Gates, and received Comfort from his . 2s and a gra- 
eious Bleſſing from his Lips. 

This Charity does not confine itſelF to Earthly Bleſ- 
ſings, but procures likewiſe thoſe that are Heavenly; and 
confers Joys which are Eternal For it we are merciful 
as our Father is merciful; we ſhall be received into his 
heavenly Manſions, and enjoy Pleaſures on his right Hand. 

In this pleaſing Hiſtory of the Charity of Oneſſphorus, 
we arc aſſured, That he v//ited the Stranger, and relieved 
the Stranger ; that he viſited the Priſoner and relieved the 
phi eh and was not aſhamed of his Chain. 

nd what Advantage, what Comfort, what Happineſs 
will it be to him in the ſolemn Day of Judgment; when 
he ſhall hear the Judge of the whole Earth examining Man- 
kind in Thoſe very Works of Charity, which his own Dif- 
poſition enclined him to; his own Diligence ſought out, and 
his own Goodneſs performed ? For he did not tarry for the 
Morning Watch, or the Noon Sun, but with an holy Eare 
veſineſs went in Haſte, and ſought diligently, and found out 
St. Paul; and immediately refreſhed him that was a SIran- 
ger in Rome, and a Priſoner in Rome. 

For which Goodneſs, in the Great Day of Retribution, 
Chrift will ſay to the good and charitable One/phorus.; * 
1 was an bungred, and thou gaveſt me Meat: 1 was thirſty, 
and thou gaveſt me Drink; TI was in PRISON, and thou 
cameſt unto me; I was a STRANGER, and thou tookeſt 
me in. — And then ſhall One/phorus anſwer his Judge 
with great Joy, and 42255 with a Holy Modeſty and Sur- 


* Matt. XXV. prize, 


1 „ 1 
prize. Lord, uben ſaw I thee an hunered; aud fed thee? 
or thirſty, and gave thee Diint? when ſaw I thee in 
PRISON, and came unto thee? when ſaw I thete a 
STRANGER, and tool thee in? Then ſhall the King 


_ anſwer and ſay unto Oneſiphorus; Verily I ſay unto thee; 


foraſmuch as thou haſt done it unto the Leaſt of theſe my 


Brethren, thou haſt done it unto ME. Come therefore; 


hou Bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kt gam prepare 4 
for thee from the Foundation of the World... 


This is the Mercy that ui be /hewed to Oneſiphorus in 


That Day; it is the Inheritance of a Kingdom prepared 


for him from the Foundation of the World; it is a Hap- 


pineſs, great, glorious, and eternal. And let us not be diſ- 
conraged, that our Charity cannot be beſtowed upon uch a 
great and excellent Perſon as St. Paul. Chriſt in the ſo- 
lemn Examination concerning our Acts of Charity, does not 
fay, Becauſe ye have been charitable to theſe my greateft 
Apoſtles, and to Theſe my firſt Evangeliſts and Teachers; I 
therefore reward you with Heaven: Lo! He is pleaſed that 


our Charity is beſtowed, even upon the Leaſt of his Brethren : 
Fe does not fay, I grant you a Place in Heaven, be- 
cauſe ye have been bountiful to Men of extraordinary Me- 


rit and Learning Lo! he declares, that our Goodneſs and 


Charity are acceptable to him, altho conferred on the Leaſt 


of his Brethren He does not reward the Charitable Gift 
as beſtowed upon Princes, or Men of the greateſt Stations 


and Characters, reduced to Poverty; it is ſufficiently plea- 
ſing to our kind Saviour, that it bz done to the loweſt and 


meaneſt Chriſtian Convert, altho his Family be poor in 


Manaſſeh, and he the Leaſt in his Father's Houſe. © 


I need not make any Application of what has been ſaid on 


the excellent Charity of Onefiphorus; Your own Hearts 


ſpeak to you with the greateſt Pleaſure, and bear Teſtimo- 


ny of your late Goodneſs to the diſtreſſed Convert, the 
2F 7 9 Strangers 


